
DIGITAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

Attending: Korin Rosenkrans (PT),   Diane Alimena (PEQ),  Amy Puskas (WIP),  Jay Chatterjee (CHA),  
Heidi Schwab (MMT),  Karen Vaias (BER), Cinthia Levy (MCL), Lesley Karczewski  (CHS), Mitch Cresley 
(MCL). 
 

1. Lesley Karczewski talked about our eBooks and audiobooks vendor.  She will know more after 
October 15, but there are some changes in our situation.  Now Pals does not want to leave 
Digital NJ, and it looks as though we may be able to keep our content.  So we may stay with 
Digital NJ; however, it is also true that 3M is offering us the best price.  They also say that they 
will be launching an all-in-one app soon. 
 

2. BookLetters: The feeling was that we should not renew this product because it offers only 19 
slots and so MAIN is paying for a product that all of MAIN cannot use.  Many different products, 
both for sending newsletters and for alerting patrons about the latest titles, were discussed.  
Some of them were Good Reads, Dear Reader and Mail Chimp.  Please send your 
recommendations to Diane Alemina: 

        diane.alimena@pequannocklibrary.org 

 Diane will compile a list and send it out to all of us. 

3. If we do not renew BookLetters and World Vital Records, and if the vendors of the other MAIN databases do 
not raise their prices, we will have extra funds in our databases budget .  It was decided that we should use 
the money to boost our Zinio collection and/or put extra money towards eBooks content. 
 

4. We discussed tasks that we need to perform periodically in Polaris: 
 
a. Checking cross-borrowing quarterly in order to get MUF statistics. 
b. Checking the holds ratio weekly in order to see how many titles of a particular item a library owns, and 

how many of that library’s patrons have holds on that item. 
c. Checking the holds list every other week to see how many holds are unfulfilled. 
d. Checking in-transit items and those on the missing list (every 2 weeks). 
 

5. The next meeting will be at MCL at 9 o’clock on Tuesday, October 28. 

 

Submitted by Jay Chatterjee 

 

  

6.  

mailto:diane.alimena@pequannocklibrary.org


7. Facts on File: Amy Puskas 
Book Letters – Diane Alimena 
Proquest – Jay Chatterjee 
World Vital Records – Karen Vaias 
Pronunciator – Karen Vaias 
 
Zinio & the new eBooks platform – Heidi Schwab 
 
i. So the total amount that the committee would ask MAIN for would be $ 185,000.   

1. There was discussion on the need to talk about reference matters, questions that we get at the 
reference desk and whether libraries are keeping reference materials like the ABMS online 
which is expensive.  Diane Alimena will probably arrange quarterly or bi-yearly reference 
meetings. 

Submitted by Jay Chatterjee 

 

 


