
DIGITAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24 JUNE 2014 

 

Attending: Korin Rosenkrans (PT), Jan Perrier (MNB), Anne O’Gorman (BO), Joe Gasparro (MON,) 
Diane Alimena (PEQ),  Cynthia Levy (MCL),  Mike Butler (MCL),  Valerie Smith (ROX),  Lotte Newlin (HAR), 
Stephanie Gabelmann (BO),  Dolce Vieira (BO),  Amy Puskas (WIP),  Sara Weissman (MCL),  Lesley 
Karzewski (CHS),  Jay Chatterjee (CHA), Heidi Schwab (MMT). 
 

1. Heidi Schwab introduced the committee as one that would be involved in the digital services 
that MAIN libraries offer patrons.  Right now, these services include providing library users with 
ebooks and audiobooks, and databases. 

2. Lesley Karczewski talked about the situation with Digital Library NJ – our contract expires in 
February 2015, and Digital Library NJ has informed us that in 2015 it will change its terms of 
operation – it will bill each library separately, and charge each library a separate platform fee.   

3. So Lesley has been exploring other vendors - Axis 360, OneClickdigital, 3M and OverDrive. 
4. This was followed by vigorous discussion on what we would want from the vendor we finally 

contract with, and how best we should fund this service. 
5. We compiled a set of questions that we would ask libraries that have moved from OverDrive to 

any of these vendors.  Diane Alimena, Karen Vaias, Heidi Schwab and Jay Chatterjee volunteered 
to call these libraries.  If anyone else would like to volunteer, please email Jay or Heidi. 

6. We also discussed how we should proceed once we had identified a vendor.  How should we 
fund the service and how should we populate content – after all, the service is only as good as 
the content.   It is of vital importance that we take this into consideration when allocating funds 
to the service.  We also need to publicize it more to our patrons. 

7. Databases: Sara Weissman, who, together with other Access members, has seen to the 
management of the databases that MAIN buys for the consortium, is retiring at the end of July.   
As of now, these databases are Proquest, EBSCO, Facts on File, Pronunciator and World Vital 
Records.  We also have Zinio digital magazines.  Sara will hand over all the relevant files to Jay 
Chatterjee and Heidi Schwab.  We are sorry to see Sara go but wish her well. 

 

Submitted by Jay Chatterjee 

 

 


