
Digital Services Committee Meeting 
August 30, 2016 
 
Present: Parinda Desai (DEN), Rachel Pekar (MON), Tom Brooks (MNT), Korin Rosenkrans (PT), Amy 
Puskas (WIP), Pierre Rosen (ROC), Lesley Karczewski (CHS), Karin Vaias (BER), Phillip Berg (MAIN), 
MaryLynn Becza (MMT), Marygrace Luderitz (LHT) 
 
New Products 
ComicsPlus: We discussed the online resource provided by Recorded Books without much enthusiasm.  
The product lacks two of the most popular publishers, DC and Marvel.  RB has said that they will be 
adding those publishers soon.  It was decided to wait and see if RB does add DC and Marvel before 
pursuing.  In the meantime, we will spend $2500 with the cloudLibrary for graphic novels.  Lesley will be 
sending a spreadsheet of titles to the committee.  Email her with titles you recommend for the 
collection.   
 
Investment Resources:  Up for discussion were Morningstar, Weiss, and Valueline.  Based on the price 
alone we decided not to go with Morningstar.  Based on name recognition the same can be said for 
Weiss.  We were amazed at the quoted price of Valueline.  We think this will be popular with patrons 
and fills a gap in our offerings.  We will be adding this to our budget request for 2017. 
 
Consumer Reports Online: We were all enthusiastic at the prospect of offering this product to our 
patrons although the price is high. Phil has set up a trial for this resource.  As the meetings for the 2017 
budget are taking place next week we need to provide feedback asap.  
 
Zinio Update 
MaryLynn presented us with what is circulating well and what is not.  The foreign language titles are 
amongst those that are not doing well.  The only one with a heavy circ is India Today.  We will address 
new content at our October meeting.  MaryLynn will send the committee lists of the top 150 titles, titles 
in Chinese, Spanish, and Hindi and the lowest circulating titles.  We ask that you bring your top 5 
selections with you.   
 
FY 2017 Budget 
We will be asking for $239,441.60.  This figure includes Valueline and Consumer Reports Online.  
 
New Business 
Phil will be putting together a list of products that the committee has had a trial of this past year, but 
decided not to pursue.  If there are libraries that are interested in those products he will negotiate a 
price with the vendors as he did with Facts on File. 
 
Old Business- none 
 
Next Meeting:  October 25th @MCL 


