
ILS Committee Minutes 
June 10, 2016 

2:00 PM at MAIN Office 
 

 
 
1. BiblioCommons discovery Layer Demonstration by Erica Reynolds 

BiblioCommons works exclusively with public libraries and has about 200 customers. Most employees are 
developers and engineers. The software uses unique searching algorithms to produce relevant search results, 
rather than just keyword. There are many core and add-on features. This product is definitely worth further 
investigation. 
 

2. Scribe volunteer—Marcia  
 
3. Orphan bib record holds 

This is working well. MAIN is not contacting libraries unless there is a pattern. 
 
4. Polaris  Disconnects 

A Polaris disconnect solution will be pilot tested in select libraries. A new server environment was tested at 
the MAIN office with good results. This solution requires the use of IP addresses. 

 
5. Contract Negotiations 

Phil still has not received a contract proposal, perhaps because we are extremely unhappy with the disconnect 
problems. Once this major headache is solved, Phil expects to hear about a contract. 

 
6. 3M Cloud Updates 

No new information. Most patrons like the 3M side of the product. Our problems are primarily with the Polaris 
API. The Digital services Committee is starting their “Road Show” to help train staff on  both the Zinio and 3M 
products as well as basic  troubleshooting. 

 
7. Drafting an ILS Request for Change SoP 

The draft policy document authored by Donna and Phil was reviewed. We agreed upon changes; the new 
policy statement will be finalized in July. 

 
8. New feature testing 

a. Process for announcing implemented ILS changes to MAIN 
This task has been tabled, because Donna has been unable to test adequately because of the 
disconnects and time constraints. 

 
9. Remaining discovery product demos schedule: 

a. EBSCO EDS: Tuesday, 6/21 at 10:00 AM at the MAIN office 
Steve Michaels, from Ebsco sales, will do the demo in person. 

b. Communico: talk in the fall 
c. Polaris: talk in the fall 
d. Odilo, OCLC and VuFind are not a good fit. 

 
10. Old Business 

Discussed how well sitecues by Ai Squared works. It is currently installed on the test PAC. This technology 
makes the web more usable for people with visual disabilities. Donna noted several problems in a mobile 
environment. We need to do more testing on cell phones and on tablets. We need to further investigate the 
price, which is based on a population model. 

 
11. New Business 

a. An “https” PAC 
This is not feasible now; it is a Polaris issue. We have so many other major issues with Polaris right 
now. Use of “https” is not essential right now, because we do not accept credit cards nor do we 
record birth date information. 

b. Shelf location request by Montville: Display 



We do not object to this request, but the request should go through the TS Committee first, which is 
the established procedure. Since the TS Committee does not meet until the fall, an email should be 
sent now. 

 
Next meeting: 10:00 AM on Tuesday, June 21, 2016 at MAIN office. EDS demo will take place. 


