
MAIN - Adult Services Committee Notes 
June 5, 2018 

 
In attendance: K. Andriolo, Bernards; M. Becza, Morristown; P. Berg, MAIN; D. Costa, 
Harding; A. Courtney, Parsippany; P. Desai, Denville; W. Haggis, Washington Twp; T. 
Hall, Mendham Twp; M. Kahn, Roxbury; C. LaBelle, Montville; I. Lefkowitz, Denville; R. 
Levin, Whippanong; D. Nazark, Madison; B. Rowan, Dover; M. Sanders, Morris County;  
S. Stephens, Jefferson; S. Tomasheski, Lincoln Park; K. Vaias, Bernards 

 
1. The group introduced themselves. 
2. Trish Hall volunteered to take notes on the meeting. 
3. Why are we here? 

a. Mission and Goals: To support Adult Services. The specific mission and 
goals have yet to be formed. 

b. Three Pillars 
i. Programming 

ii. References 
iii. Collection Development 

c. Overlap with other committees 
i. There will be overlap with other committees but this new 

committee does not replace any of the standing committees 
4. Listserv operational (cmte.as@mainlib.org) 

a.  Send a ticket to MAIN to be added to the listserv 
5. Webpage creation available: The thought is to create a webpage to include 

information discussed at meetings so that all can receive the information without 
having to attend all of the meetings. 

6. Meeting scheduling frequency and locales: Meetings will be held the first Tuesday 
of every other month.  The next meeting will be on September 25 and the location 
is TBD.  The following month the regular Programming meeting will take place 
on October 19. 

7. Semiannual Adult Programming Forum format 
a. How to keep meetings moving fairly and quickly: Looking for ideas to 

shorten the meetings and have them move along more quickly.  One idea is 
to have everyone use the same template to share information with one 
another.  

b. Sharing information with those not in attendance: Perhaps all libraries can 
use the same template for sharing programming information and the 
information can be shared on a webpage so that everyone can have access 
to the information.  The documents could be scanned and posted for all to 
see.  

8.  Outside Vendors/Products 

mailto:cmte.as@mainlib.org


a. Patron Point:  Philip Berg gave a presentation about the services offered by 
Patron Point.  Patron Point is a service that can be used as a marketing 
tool which links together calendars, patron attendance, Facebook, twitter, 
and gives analytical data about the patrons (who they are and what they 
want).   

i. Questions: What libraries are using it? 
Is it like library wave? 
What is the cost? 
How well does it integrate with innovative? 
Do patrons have to opt in to utilize? 
Are libraries interested in collaborating to subscribe 
to the service and save money? 
Are there other products like this? 
Do they have experts on hand for customer service? 
Will it link with Constant Contact, Mail Chimp and 
Engaged Patrons? 

b. Shout Bomb: Philip Berg gave a presentation about Shout Bomb also.  It 
appeared to be a vehicle to send text reminders. Phil will do more research 
about this tool. 

i. Questions: How does it differ from Remind? 
9. Round Table Discussions 

a. Is anyone using Novelist Select? 
i. Wil is using it to create bookmarks with best sellers and read a likes 

b. Does anyone use patrons’ opinions in book acquisitions? 
i. No other libraries there do use patrons’ help with acquisitions.  

ii. It was suggested to get Advanced Reader copies of books and invite 
patrons to read them and provide feedback. 

iii. Patrons could also use the digital advanced readers to analyze new 
books 

c. Collection Development: One library is planning on stopping all 
continuations and reference automatic purchases. The Board wants a 
librarian or staff person to look at all purchases prior to buying.  

d. How do you handle knowing which new books are going to become best 
sellers? Libraries want to be more proactive in bringing in more best 
sellers. 

i. Look at Book clubs like Oprah’s and Reese Witherspoon’s 
ii. Read popular culture magazines to find trendy new best sellers 

iii. Utilize libraryreads.org to find the top 10 books that come out each 
month 

iv. Book Expo 
v. Create a central google document that the library staff can update 

with recent popular new books.  
e. How do libraries purchase books? 

i. Amazon 



ii. Baker and Taylor – John Duff is the representative for Baker and 
Taylor and can go to your library and show you how to use all of the 
services that they provide. 

iii. Midwest Tapes for movies and audiobooks 
iv. Brodart 
v. ?????  

f. How do libraries purchase movies? 
i. Amazon  or Midwest Tapes 

g. Those who buy video games use Amazon 
h. Other display ideas? 

i. Take recent book club selections and put them out in similarly 
themed groups (ie, winter, travel) 

ii. Blind Date with a Book 
1. Can use Advanced Reader Copies so you do not have to use 

barcodes 
iii. Try Your Luck with a book (in March) 

1. Include children’s books and adult 
iv. Try the Blind Date idea but include who recommended the book 

and why on the cover 
v. Use Popsicle sticks with staff names to place in books that they 

recommend. Have five Popsicle sticks per staff person.  
vi. The Great American Read 

i. Summer Reading Ideas 
i. Bingo Card, Tic Tac Toe Board with prizes 

j. Do libraries circulate hot spots? 
k. How long is a new book, new? 

i. Fiction – 6 months 
ii. Non-fiction – 1 year 


